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RICK SANTORUM:

TOUGH TALK, BUT WEAK ACTION ON IRAN
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American companies are prohibited from doing business with the terrorist nation of Iran.  That’s the law, right?  It is, but some companies have used a loophole to get around the sanctions, and engage in oil-related business with the Iranian government, providing revenue that flows to Hezbollah, Hamas and other terror groups.


However, when efforts were made to close this loophole, Rick Santorum voted against it.  And when Rick Santorum proposed an “Iran Freedom Bill,” he refused to close this terrorist loophole, under pressure from Dick Cheney and the big oil companies.

A Loophole Big Enough to Drive an Oil Tanker Through


For several years, Democratic Senator Frank R. Lautenberg of New Jersey has been working to close a loophole in U.S. sanctions law that allows U.S. companies to do business with Iran through foreign subsidiaries.  One of the biggest violators of this loophole is Halliburton, the company run by Vice President Dick Cheney just prior to taking office in 2001.


When Cheney was CEO, Halliburton, through its foreign subsidiary, “Halliburton Products and Services Ltd.” did tens of millions of dollars in business with Iran.  In fact while CEO of Halliburton, Cheney spoke out against our sanctions program on Iran:

“We're kept out of there primarily by our own government, which has made a decision that U.S. firms should not be allowed to invest significantly in Iran, and I think that's a mistake.”

– 
Dick Cheney


Speech before the World Petroleum Congress

Calgary, Canada

June 13, 2000

“There seems to be an assumption that somehow we know what's best for everybody else, and that we are going to use our economic clout to get everybody else to live the way we would like.”

– 
Dick Cheney

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 1996

Quoted in The Washington Post:

John Ward Anderson, “Iran Throwing Off Its Isolation; U.S. Remains Dubious After Decades of Mutual Distrust,” The Washington Post, March 31, 2001, p. A18

Iran is Just Another Customer


The news media has exposed several examples of Halliburton flaunting this loophole in our sanctions law:

In August 2004, CBS News’ 60 Minutes revealed that Halliburton was using a mysterious subsidiary named “Halliburton Products & Services” to do business with Iran.  60 Minutes went to the Cayman Islands, which is where the subsidiary is incorporated, and found that the company doesn’t even have an office on the island.  CBS discovered that the subsidiary has an office in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, but was refused entry to its building.

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/01/22/60minutes/main595214.shtml
In February 2005, Fortune magazine revealed that Halliburton Products & Services opened an office in Tehran.  After asking questions in the lobby of the office building, two guards physical removed the Fortune reporter.

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/fortune_archive/2005/02/07/8250445/
In March 2005, NBC News went to the Pars natural gas field in Iran and took video of Halliburton workers and equipment at the site. 
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Image from NBC Nightly News, March 7, 2005, showing Halliburton workers in Pars, Iran

The Pars oil field deal between Halliburton and the Iranian Government was first exposed in the U.S. by Senator Lautenberg after it appeared on Asian newswires.  NBC News went to Iran and videotaped Halliburton workers working openly in the Iranian oil field.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7119752/
RICK SANTORUM VOTES TO KEEP LOOPHOLE OPEN, AND KEEPS FUNDS FLOWING TO IRAN

In May 2004, Rick Santorum voted against Senator Lautenberg’s amendment to close the Iran Sanctions Loophole, and the amendment failed by one vote.  In 2004 and 2005 the issue was brought to a vote a total of three time in the U.S. Senate, and Rick Santorum voted against it every time.


Vote record cites:

Vote No. 101, 108th Congress, S.AMDT.3151 to S.2400
Vote No. 194, 108th Congress, S.AMDT.3802 to S.2845
Vote No. 203, 109th Congress, S.AMDT.1351 to S.1042
SANTORUM’S “TOUGH ON IRAN” BILL FORGETS TO GET TOUGH ON IRAN


Rick Santorum touts his “Iran Freedom Act” to Jewish groups.  And Santorum is undoubtedly right to emphasize the threat Iran poses to both the United States and Israel.


But Santorum fails to tell Jewish groups an inconvenient fact: he refused to include the Iran Sanctions Loophole Closer in his bill.


Not only did Rick Santorum vote three times in favor of allowing companies to continue doing business with Iran, but he also refused to close the loophole in his supposedly tough Iran bill.


Earlier this (election) year, Santorum suddenly claimed he had decided to close the loophole and proposed additional language in his “Iran Freedom” bill.  Upon inspection of Santorum’s proposed legislative language it was discovered that he merely restated current law and did not actually close the loophole.


Santorum’s reluctance to close this loophole is obviously based on two factors:

· The oil industry wants to keep the loophole open; and

· Closing the loophole would be seen as an embarrassment to Dick Cheney


The bottom line is that Rick Santorum puts G.O.P. politics and special interests first, and standing up for the security of the U.S. and Israel are much further down the list.
SANTORUM PURSUES JEWISH SUPPORT WITH GREAT ARDOR, BUT CHOOSES CHENEY OVER THE SECURITY OF AMERICAN AND ISRAEL
It is easy to take the lead on pro-Israel measures that pass the Senate by unanimous consent.  It is much harder, however, to take on powerful corporations that coddle countries which deny the Holocaust and argue that Israel should be wiped from the map.
NJDC PAC is troubled that Santorum is undertaking arduous efforts to secure support from the Jewish community while not only pursuing domestic policies diametrically opposed to the consensus within the community, but also placing loyalty to Cheney over the serious security risks to America and Israel represented by Iran.  
Santorum’s tactical gambits to secure Jewish support represent cynical political gamesmanship.  He wants to be seen as a friend by the Jewish community… but also Dick Cheney.  When there is no conflict, he supports Israel.  But when forced three times to choose between Israel and Cheney, Santorum’s vote each time was clear – to protect Cheney and Halliburton at the expense of America and Israel’s security.
FACT: Cheney raised $300,000 for Santorum on October 21st, 2005.

Tim Gulla and Tom Long, “Cheney helps raise $300,000 for Santorum,” The Citizens Voice, 10/22/2005.
FACT: The Jewish vote is critical to Santorum’s re-election.  “`I think this is going to be a nail-biter, and absolutely the Jewish vote can make a difference,’ said Jeff Jubelirer, a GOP-leaning political consultant and analyst.” 
Tim Gulla and Tom Long, “A Rough Race: Casey vs. Santorum,” Philadelphia Jewish Exponent, 9/14/2006.
FACT: “Sen. Rick Santorum is aggressively pursuing support from the Jewish community as his tough November match-up with Democratic state Treasurer Robert Casey Jr. draws closer. [. . .] Hawkish support for Israel figures to help Santorum not only with donors and any remaining undecided voters in Pennsylvania’s Jewish community but with his base among evangelical Christian voters, who have increasingly become fierce advocates for Israel in recent years.
Jonathan Allen, “Santorum seeks Jewish vote in his tough Nov. match-up,” The Hill, 6/20/2006.
FACT: Santorum’s website features a section devoted exclusively to his cynical pursuit of support from the Jewish community.





http://www.ricksantorum.com/Jewish/ 

FACT: “In his first news conference since taking the reins of power following Ariel Sharon's stroke and cerebral hemorrhage, Ehud Olmert said that Israel regards Iran's nuclear program as its top priority.” 
Jim Teeple, “Israel Says It Will Not Tolerate a Nuclear Iran,” Voice of America, January 17, 2006. 

